CHAPTER VIII
THE BUILDING-UP OF THE PAPAL MONARCHY
H
ENRY III in 1046 had rescued the Papacy once The
again from the Roman nobility, and during his life-:
time its independence was assured. The Romans'
had named him patricius; they therefore recognised his
authority and showed no signs of revolting from it. On each
vacancy they asked him to nominate the new Pope, and
elected his nominee without question, though in each ca$e
it was a German bishop whom Henry chose. Henry had
done more than merely rescue the Pope. With his zeal for
reform he had been careful to choose men on whom he could
rely as keen reformers, This meant that the Reform Move-
ment had a centre, and looked for its inspiration and its
direction to its natural leader, the Head of the Church. It
meant even more than that. For, by taking the lead in this
way, papal headship of the Church became a reality; the
potentialities of the office, deriving from law and from pre-
cedent, enabled the Popes at once to undertake the direction
of the whole Church, not merely of the Roman Church. It
was a necessary step, too; for unless they could exert this
authority their work for reform would be nullified. So from
this moment began, in close connexion with the movement
for reform, the building-up of the centralised authority, the
monarchical authority, of the Papacy.
Henry III did not interfere with this.   He had in a sense Henry Ill's
an over-riding authority, for the appointment of Popes was P°sitlon
in his hands, and in this way he ensured his control of
ecclesiastical policy.   But he recognised that ecclesiastical
affairs,  especially  the direction of reform, was in their
department, and he left them complete freedom of action.
He was there to assist and to encourage; when Pope Leo IX
held a council at Mayence in 1049 he was present, and he gave,
imperial authority to the enforcement of the decrees.   He
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